RANGE OF TRERMSMETER.

The thermometer ranged as follows at
The Times office yesterday: AL 9 Al

M., 38 I2OAML 423 P M 4E56 P M.,
BL, 43; 3 P, AL, 4%; 12 midnight, 33. Av-
erage, £26. e
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VIRGINI'S PRISON
AND. LEGISLATURE

Immoral'and Unsanitary Con-
ditions from Overcrowding.

ACTION LOOKING TO RELIEF

A Bill With Appropriation to Be
Framed by a Subcommittee.

MUCH EARNEST DISCUSSION

Committces of the Senate and House Hold 2
Joint Sesslon—The Commission’s Re=
port Considered—The State’s
Finapcial Conditlon—Mr.
Keezell Opposed fo
a Boand Issue,

Of the conditions which obtain at the
Virginia penitentiary much has been
nd printed in the last few months
—cars. Time and again the unsani-
tary and immoral environment of this
many times overcrowded institution has
bean graphically pictured before the peo-
ple of the State and their representa-
tives: in Legislature and convention as-
sembled. Probably those acquainted with
tlie prison and the story of the life within |
sub- |
and

spoken a

anudg

never prescnted the
terrible simplicity
carnestess - than  did
J‘x;u—mrn.nur Richmond last night
11 the discnssion before the joint session
of Senate Committee on Publle Institu-
vons and Lducation and the House Com-
mittee on Asylums and Prisons.
The upshot of the meeting, which was
called to consider the report of the pen- |
jtentiary  commission appointed a year
a after a public hearipg and a con-
sideralse discussion in executive session.
was the appointment of a subcommitiee
1en, four from each committes, with
1he chairman of each. 1o consider the
whole subject and frame a bill carrying
sn appropriation for the relict of the
proesund situation.
EARNEST ADDRESSES.
The farct that ihe story Was 1o new |
& unnecessary any prefatorial |
of introduction. The
3 « opne and all, grappled with tiie
contral problems which confront the Etale
10 the eonducl of the institution in the
simplest terms and the most direct man-
yiop. Do Charles V. Carringtom, the sur-
soon of the prison, thaun whom ng one
Siws o larger acquainiance with the life
¢f the prison ,iold of the immoral and
uasanitary - resulls of erowding  twelve
sundred men inte a prison built tor thiree
PFundred. 1lis stetement madoe prafoutid
'|,'t!]ll'l‘:i?-'!ﬁ]| eon 1he commiitees. The re-
Ports of comamittees als had told
wach., The oot testimony  of
1he surgeon told mu_r-h
mrre of 1the ing in an in-
sritution in avhich Virginin cultlvates
among {woelve hundred men—many ol
them voung short-term men soon to bLe

1= walls have
ject with more
strajghtforward

€1
4 1 hy way

and offic

simple. C
of this 1
conditions

rrned joose in counties and citles and
cwne the State over—the lowest amd
st bestial forms of degenericy and

1 iminality, i
The short address of Dr. Le Cato, chair-

nan of the Penitentiary © ‘ammission, Wis
simple, divect and terrible in its empha-
sie and carnestness, Dr. Le Cato has
Leen o carcful student of the problem
v.hich confronts the State. He has ren-
will render valuab service
tter. as he is the cha
» commitiee which has the mat-
™ T i "l

‘ 1I ]101 Iz»l\'I Genrge Cooper, the Rev. L. R
son, and the Rev. I A, Goodwin told
ihetr personal inspection and ..r:.un_m-
with the penit s Their i
jre ns  ond rumluum' very
aruphic and Impres no

MANY LADIES

iy mr: most nnn

dered

this 1

1 onee

were

P PRESENT.
and
the prescncse

tolling |

ol

| arpointed to frame a hill providing

The=e facts were fully set forth in re-
ports of the commission, the committees,
the surgeon, the Board of Directors with-
out number. Of them there could be no
discusslon or question. The matter for
the consideration of tlie Leglslature was
the remedy for the conditions existing.
The remedy suggested by the commission
was outlined in the repm‘t of the com-
mission.

In conclusion Dr. Le Cato very carnestly
urged upon the Tegislature the consid-
erition of the subject. The commission
turned the whele subject over to that
BDod

Rev. George Cooper, D, D., told of his
1isits to the prison and his thorough ac-
quamtance with the whole subject. The
riport of the commission underestimated
the inhumane features of the penitentia-
rv's condition. ¥ec earnestly hoped that the

cislature would take some steps to re-
move this blot from the fair name of the
State.

MR. CLAYTOR'S RESOLUTION.

Mr. Claytor offered a resolution that a
subcommittee of the two committees be
for
ar appropriation to relieve the conditions
of the penitentiary.

Mr. Keezell opposed the issuing of bonds
ard was in favor of instructing the sub-
committee to bring in a bill providing
for sn appropriation from the revenues
of the State. The net cxcess of the
£iate’s revenues over expenditures for
' e past three years had been $463,000,
NG00 and £334,000, respectively. Of this
surplus 3500000 had Leen used to purchase
bonds of the Siate. There was §1,115,000
i the sinking fund, and the State was
under no obligation to the bondholders
in connection with the sinking fund until
1m0, Last Scptember there was over
FI6,000 in the treasury, making, with the
sinking fund, available nssets of about
FL000,000.  From this financial showing
Mr. Ieezell argued that the State could
vell afford to make the appropriation
without issuing bonds.

DR. CARRINGTON'S STATEMENT.

Dr. Charles V. Carrington, the sur-
geon of the penitentiary., was the next
speaker. As hie was antzriag upon a. dis-
c ion of the =uab he was later-
rupted by Mr. T, e, who was of the opin-
irm that members could see for them-
selves. Jt tonk only a half hour to go
nangd san, amil besides Mr, Lyle was not
favorably impresscd wilh ihie presaat
arrargement amd the build'ng
.
= of this character heard at the
Mr. Taesiter, Mr. Diand am
otherg ur-.s!ﬁll on hearing from Dr. Car-
rinetan in full, in snite of Dr. L¥le’s ob-
ction and he mads a full staliement of
unsanitary and immoral conditions
wiich surround tie life cf the prisonsrs
Auring a portion of which the ladies re-
tired.

i xllrrua'sif.'

lhr\-

“Why sdor’t vou haild 2 beflding  at
the farm? Why don't vou do something
ke -that?" askea AMr. Lyle.

“If 1 was a member of the Legislature,
T would have done something long age,”
replied Dr. Carrirgtan.

Mr, Lyle then retired frem the meet-

1. R. Mason and Rev. R. A
Grodwin made e=rnest statements of what
thev had seen and knew of their awn
Enowledge. In the name of humanits ad
the good name of the State they pleadod
forr action at this  timz. Mr. Mason
brought out well the point that the Dhel-
\erment of ihe conditions at the prisom
~ronld greatly inecrease the efficieney and
ear~ing cavacity of the men, aud thus the
appropriastion, {rom o simple busip:
point of vizw. was to he commendaed

The commiittees went into exeeut
sicn, and it wos dec'Aed {o appoint 2 join
subcommittee of ten to frame a bill, earry-
ing an approriation, to be introduced si-
multaneously in the two branclies of the
legislature.

“he Ttev.

No Actlon Taken.
(Br Associnted Tress)

TIVASHING'T i—The Republi-
can memb of the House, whe met in

conference again to-night to consider the
{ uh.\n relief qud after three hours
less  diseus adjourned until

'1 h.:

BROTHERS BURIED
SIDE BY SIDE

E. F. Green Follows Sterling Green
to the Grave—Measles Fol-
lowed by Pneumonia.

© without ac

feat of the mecting w 57 I ivispateh t0 The Times)
of 4 rvepresentative company of the good PAMPLIN CITY, VA, March 5 \With-
woenici “f stichmond who have been pro-{ §n twenty-four hours of ihe death of
foundly on this subject. Many of | 5 en. mentioned In last Friday's
Those 1 i were ladies who have 1"'! The Times, his brother. B, I
sl 3 intance with the condition uLI 3 died of pnenmonia, which Tfoilowed
1hie prison by son of 1:1‘!571-1:_% _n‘or_k | measles.
wiich they b % weted withiin dts | gy gaturday at the same hour they
walls, There was u full attendance of | 0 Nied here emporariin . side by
EpCEThE. T O T | side, in the Fresbyterian Church  let.
£ S EFORT 1 | The former leaves u wife and one small
> Commission was fir SL Ghild: the latter a wife. The two wives
unts m.» overcrowded condi- , and their sister, Miss Mason, and the lit-
R w mew stesl eell | 4 " ang are stifl sick, but all are thought
for GhS s on Relvidere | R e
L complete, T 0 0e - HNPION G,

e Commits=ee 1ulalil-
<. Thut tho :s]'q‘-_r_ru._-"-t._- i
1IN 000 for 1wo SUee ive vears, allewing |
i1 idition 1he use for this perlod for this |
rt revenues derived from

! rize the borrowing of $250.-
with 11,: pledge of the reveinues of the
tentiary aniially to its payment, au-
4 for this loan he ng & wd Irom the
st tuticnal Convention now in session.”
The last repot of the Beard of Di-
cetors was read, showing th
deducting 1he d I

defielt

Stito farm o 1lsu 1w OX7
wsporting crimy to and !‘r-.m the,
prison, which is churged to 1he pent-

tentiary, that institution last year clear-
¢4 a net profit over all expenses for the
State of $46.508.50,

fFhere are 1,200 nien in the prison in 1M
onils and the coniract with the Davis
Ghoe Company roquires the State to sup-
nlv 1o that eampany this number of cm-
es untll the end of the contract in
3¢ The iarger number of the cells
mensore 14 Ly 6 feet and in this spaes is
crowoed five and six men by a false ceil-
fng of berths, or bunks, suspended from
ihe celling, The entire absence of venti-
1atlon and sewerage was dwelt upon in
the commissioners’ and directors’ 1e-
Purts.

DR. LE CATO'S ADDRESS.

Iir. Le Cato, the chairman of the com-
mission, was the first speaker of the cve-
ning. ¢ thought the State wis fact to face
alith & erisis which shoold be met. For
nine sears he had been acquadnted with
the needs and conditions' at the peniten-
tiary. During that period every Gover-
yior had recommended action and every
T.ezislature had considered some measure
ar other. Nothing had been done. Since
en @ committes of the Constitutional
vonyvention hiad conducted an investiga-
tion and made . report of facts which
mizght well shock the State of Virginia.
A gimilar report had coms from ths fom-
“mission, the creature of the Leslelaturc‘

I waiting on

smorrow  for
back In Richmord in’ ahaut - twn m;Pk‘i ¢
:.x:c will make some nﬁdn:ase:. F

Ancther brother besides the one men-
tioned last week lhas come to aid in
them. TThe citizens are still
showing kindly and heipful aid.

Just over tlie way from ihe house of
this stricken family, Miss Nannie Wo-
marck is il with pneumonia. The goodly
number who have had nm.ﬁte~ are now
convalescent, and this se, which was
=0 prevalent around us, is abating.

DEBT IS PAID OFF.

“t. James Epltcopnl Church Raised SI,700 on
Sunday.

There was a debt of $1,T0 due by the
2t James Episcopal Church for repairs.
The whole amount was raised on Sunday.
Tinvelopes were placed in the pews, and
when thev had been collected the aggre-
gate amount was maore than sufficient to
1ay off the debt.

HYGEIA MUST GO.

he Government Wanis Sile of Hotel for a
Forl.
(Specinl Dispateh to The Times)

NEWPORT NEWS, VA, March 3.—It
is reported that the Army Reconstruction
Board will recommend that the govern-
ment purchase the  Hygein Hotel, Old
Point, the plan being to tear the hotel
down and establish a fort

Bishop Funsten Here.

Bishop J. B. Funsten,
dv of Richmaond,

of Idaho, former-
is liere on a visit and is

the guest of Ilev, Themss Semmes. He
came up from Norfolk yesterday, where
e made =ix addresses on Sunday,: He

gpoke twice at Willlamshirg on his way
herc.  The Dishop will leave hers to-
l‘r-:'nm\lr.m!.l. 1Te. will be

His remarks were the only |
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This pxcturc is a truc representation of the rwer at its highest Sunday afternoon.
the right is the shed of the Old Dominion wharf.

The house close by on

The water is half way the hei.ht of the building: The well-
nigh submerged sheds in the distance belong to the Virgm:a Navigation Company ’I'hc scene presented was
beheld with wondering awe by thousands.

UGLY SITUATION
IN NORFOLK. CITY

Ten Thousand Volt Current
to Prevent Wire Cutting.

WOULD KILL BY A TOUCH

Strike Sympathizers Pile Lumber
on the Tracks.

COLDIERSHAVETOPULLITOFF

Many of tie Soldiers in Sympalhy With the
Str.ke and Turn Their Eyes Away When
the Fuses Arc Pulled From the Cars,

All_ - Quiet Uader . Military
Guard, But Further
Trouble is Peared.

(Special Dispateh to The Tlmes)
NORFOLK, VA, March 2—Norfolle has
had exciting time to-day with the
striking gtreet car men. Al s quict to-
night, however, though great anxiety is
felt for the morrow. The day opened by
the Seventy-first Regiment going to the
car barns of the Nerfolk Railway and
Light Company-to-start the ears, which
had been still two davs, !

The scenc was a thrilling one, and it
was a pleasant surprize when, instead of
riotous actions, many of the old men
took their places on the cars, and under
anilitary and police protection, ran them
out of the sheds and over their dccus-
temed routes.

This did not last long, however. Jlany
of the men who returned to work wrongly
understood thait the company hiad abated
some of their demands, and when they
found they
the strikers.

During the - afterncon = something  like
o to 1,000 people, including many - mem-
bers of labor unions, gathered o upper
Church Street and placed lumber across
the car tracks, stopping the cars.

MILITIA LUGGING LUMBER,

These obstructions were from time io
time removed by the soldiers, who put in
=ome hours lugging lumber. The crowd
jeered tllemt and ithe work was distaste-
ful, since many soldiers are trade unjon-
ists and in sympathy with the strikers.
Afterwards strikers or sympathizers con-
gregated on the track in such numbers
that the cars could not pass, or cut the
trolley ropes and persuaded the motormen
to cease werk. These obstructive ticties
practically prevented the running of cars.

SOLDIERS LOOKED AWAY.

The fuse was alsa removed from some
CArs 0T =Crews were removed, the soldiers
looking the other wmny while this was
being done, anl: nolwithstandipg  cight
companies - of - troops, the Norfolk con-
atubulary and the entive force and re-
serves of Norfolk police assisied the
company, the running of cars was this
evening impracticable. The people gen-
erally are in sympathy with the strikers.

The men say that this is prob.ml}' due
to: the fact t}'nt “the rai WAy company
has dabbled in "local politics, has plas-
tered the city tuth passes  distributed
among councilmen, ® politicians and at-
tarneys,” employing ' Mr. Johnston as
general manager. while he was yvet Mayor
and. employing Commonwealth's @ Attor-
ney Venables law firm as counsel. Thesa
facts, used by the'  enemies of the
officials, politically and financially, have
spread dissptisfaption widsly.

CROMWELL ASKED FOR TROOP'?

Sheriff Cromwell states that he asked
Cov. Alontague to order out the troons
because one ISelly, lately an inspector
for  the ‘railway’ company and now a
striker, made a speech this morning be-
fore the strikers, in which La told the
sheriff that none of the company’'s prop-
crty would be® harmed, but that trouble
would “ensue -if nn - attempt-were made
1o Tun mrs. with non-unjon men, 1

1t being vliscovered that. the troops
were asked. for vesterday, Sheriff Crom-
well is! consured Ly many who believe
{that ihe troops shoulil not have Deen
mﬁer(‘d ont unless the strikers had: done
somia. overt net Lin - vidlatioa o law.
Sheriff- Cromwell fisures in, the ‘case be-
e car barns: are outside 1iw ity
limits. o

Kelly was, 11~resl°d to-day for a=crmc umn-
- peech but was nuhsequ

an

were mistaken ey rejoined |

‘Lottles out to-daj

relcased on bail. Ile iz an especially hot
talker. i
VMPORTED TFROM RICHMOND.
Yleven men were imported from Baltj-
more and €ix from Richmond Iy the oar
company, but the few  cars run out
were manned by mormer: employes.. 1t is

rumored that because of the'fact that the.
company made no attempt to run cars

two duays, some hostiles will =eck o se-
cure the annulment of their charter.”

To-night four compzmu:‘-_._ of troops are
on duty on the car line, while four sleep
in the armoery. Distasteful as the calling
out of the troops wiis o the majority of
the citizens, it is regarded as probable
that had they not been
there would pmhuhi_\' have been some
fighting; what 'row  has been  made,
though, is only faceable to, strike sym-
rithizers, and no striker has been de-
tected in any act unlawful

It is- apprehended that the- cumpa.n} i
wires will be ecut to-night. The report
that they were cut to-day appears errone-
ous, The cars are ill in ‘the, barn to-
night. Pickets pa.lro‘l Huntcrm lle ‘gnd
the suburbs.

ED OFFICERS,

anding the troops,
is \,nnl hmtimt sl ! and possesses tie
contidence of the Tjuu!m and of his men.
Many soldiers, espécially Portsmouth and
Newport News men are outspoken sympa- |
thizers 'of the strikers.

The company turned t-n tlmu=and volts
curront. on the trolley wire to-night, and
g0 advised the strikers. This probably
means that no trolleys will e cut as to
approach the trolley closely means. elec-
trocution. Bir. B. Lancaster Williams or-
dered that no attempt be made: to run

| cars to-night, saving that it 1s useless to

risk the lives of the motormen, as 1o pas-
sengers will embark on the ecavs.
ARMED TO THE TEIEH.

The soldiers each have thirty rounds of,

ammunition, and each policeman has riot
club and twe revolvers. The humber. of
havbnets was but slightly, grea?.cn than of
, most. of the soldiers,
gome junior officers amnd many strikers
having very evidently drank much.  Only
about thirty-five of the strikers are in-
clined to violence, the most of the dis-
charged employves being quiet and law-
abiding. One battalion of {troops are
camped in the‘car barn, the otier at the
armory down-towin.

The first car started '1t 10:52 o'clock this
morning,

At every turn one encouniered a blue

~uniformed soldier with  bristling bayonet

attached to formadable looking rifle.

(Continued on Second Page,

REPORT AGAINST
PANAMA PROJECT

Subcommittee Decides That the
Legal Complications Are
Too Many.

(Br Assoelated Press))
WASHINGTON, D. . March 5.—The
stibvommittee of the Committee: on In-
teroceanic Canals to-day agreed: to rec-

~ommend to the full committee that the

legal complications surrounding the Pand-
il offer are such that the Uniied Stales
should not accept it i

This subvommitter consists  of  Sena-
ters Morgan, Mitchell, Kittridge, Pritch-
ard, Foster, of Loulstna, and Turner.

Zepator Pritehard was not at the meet-
‘ing te-day, while Senator Kitiridge' said
{ibat he reserved the right to make. a
minority report to the Tull committee.
The other four members united in the
recommendation.

Y. M. C, A, TO RAISE $25,000,

Movement {o Pay Off indebiedness lnaugu-
rated—Two Promise 51,000  Each,

A movement has been lsgun hiwv the
Yoeung Men's Christian  Aésuciation to
raise $25,000 to pay off the entire indebt-
edness ol the Y. M. C. AL Hmmnom] is
“Enon 1o havs on= of the miost-aclive can-
vasses known here in years: Tn-faet it
has already begun.
-posed of several of the leading men of the
city, is at work on schemes.
report three.
rracticalide, one of the cf_hers will be
used. i

Several genilemen have Leen asked fo '_
give something towards. the liquidation |,

ol the debt. Two of tham at once promizac
to give at least 31,000 cach.” Thew will
i
lisvers in the work of the Y. ML CooAL
The committeo will make 'its< report in
a4 short time, and thei . oF
be calicy upon profzbly (6 givel his titn
ta the canvass for the ‘needed._monej
Tho sum: stated abeve.
off the debt, part of which 15 the origi-
nal Aubt. furnish the improveme
.ml'vd I'-)r lnc Fwsl 1

on the -scenc.

learry

A committee, com- '

tely: mive more, as. both'are great Le-|

THE SHIPRING Bl
‘BEFORE THE SENNE
" e

HE GROWS EPIGRAMMATIC

“The Mlail Must  Precede the
Trade,’”” He Declares.

'SAYS FREE SHIPS NO REMEDY

House Began Discussion of Rural Frec Deliv-
“ery, and Mr, Swagson Led the Fight
“Against be Conotract System.
Confercoce Make Their
Report on Philips
pine Bill.

{By Associufed Press.)

W’\..‘:H[hGTDm D. ' C., Aurch: 5,—The
Senate began to-day the consideration of
what is popularly known as the shipping
Lill. . Mr: -Frye, - of Maryiand, chalrman
of i the' Committes on’ Commerce, made
the opcq_llng speeeh’ in support of the biil,
He cceupied the floor for nearly two
hours reviewing the measure reported by
the committec and dealing with questions
which have arizen in connection with its
consideration.

AMr. Trye's address was Iargcly techni-

cal. ‘but  his argument was listened to
with close attention by Sl.n.ltl]l‘.v on both
sides of the chamber,

It seemed to him, Mr, Trye said, -that
the Dollicy ef protection had bheaf vastly
(beneficlal “to the Ainerican Dpeople. The
“United Statcs, he usserted, had mo peer
industrially.” Only one m-‘ustry had bsen
without protection—and  without protec-
tion for fifty years—and with -the logical
result. The. shipping interests of the
‘country had-been neglected in the givlng
of protection, “I'his country had permit-
:ted “its inferiors to seize upon the path-
ways of ocean commerce almost without
a struggie

“It 'sedms to me," said Mr. Tr
that picture olrght to humiliate i;d T;l;—:t
tify..beyond: expression any patriotie eiti-
zen of the United States who glories in
}:-Ic pc\\e: a,:ul prosperity of his country,

i1s not alone hu # s
el e miliating; it iy abso-

Mr. Trye asked who wi#s. going  to
SHEY, ct'.fhe *lz:;u}@ﬂﬂo ol exports in the
(.-t-‘at Brit.": war between Germany and

“Why.!" satd he, “the farme
ma.uut-wtmer-; and the wag:: ‘esa.r;réfﬁu;;
:E;aij;;tct(:] Sttat(:] g’ould PaAY o peraity

at pa 3
tending pﬂrm‘sl{. ¥ cither of the con-
- AMERICAN W AGES,

Mr. Frye then sought to. show that this
co‘lditlon of things was ‘caused by Ameri-
Lean” wages, which increased the coscrnf
our’ =hips for .the foreign ‘trade at least
25 per cont.

Mr. Fryve declared that of all steam—
sinps in-the world uf 1t koots ‘and up-
“ward S0 per cenk are’ subsidized by the
“countries; whose -flags they carrv. OFf 1
'knots_and upwhrd, he said, all but six in
1he’ wcrrld ‘are-heavily bu'nsiﬂlzcu by the
countr‘les Wwhose flags they float.

“tAre we to_submit’ to this humilating,
“mtched conditltm of t]ungs” said Mr_
‘Frye:

The naﬁnns paying thest: subsidies, he
‘deelared,- did - so for the purnose of ex-
tenr}mg their trade and for nothing else.

- “Trade cannot precede the mail al
Jbe; ‘‘the mail must precede the irade.’’

s surplus ‘products more than the
Dited: States. -An  American ship han-
dled by lntelligent, a.ctn‘c, earnest, and.

TREAM.'

|| by that idea of protection and cncourage-

| to pass upon
i bidders. Ho

55 I"rye contenﬂed that there is mot a |
'rﬂuon on' this earth fhat needs markels
They- will'
If ‘cne is found to Le im-i;

i1 The flood  in-

eammercial treatics wil‘h lliﬂcrent na.tlons
of the world:

_*Now, these nalions are to-day: looking'
jealously at us,”’ sald Mr. Frye “and it
is sald that they are studying the prob--
lem as to how they can stop us from
getting into theze forelgn markets.

To. abrogate thesa treaties, ho said,
would only serve as an excuse for re-
taliation. He said that the only way to
svcomplish anything in'the direction in-
dicated by him would be to pay from
the Treasury of the United States an-
nually a sum of money . whict shall be
eqnal to the difference between the oper-
oting and carrving on of the trade in
fcreign, ships and that carried in our
own. Tho Republican’ party had stood

‘ment ever since it' had been'a party in
power. and that party, he ‘Insisted, could;
tiot excuse itself from leaving an industry
as important as this entirely unprotected.
Ar. Frye said that in two years the en-
actment of the pending bill would in-
crease the expenditure in, American ship-
yards $H0,000,000. In addition, the mail
subsidies, amounting now to neatly ¥.--
€000 a vear, would act as an offset to
the amount of about $6.000,000 paid in
subsidies to American shipping.

In th: House.

{By Associated Press.)

“'ASHI\uJ.Un . ., March 3.—The
House to-day beg'.an the eensideration of
the bill to classiry the rurat free delivery
service and place the carriers under the
contract system. Only two speeches wele
delivervd to-duay. 3r. Loud, of Calhiforu'a,
chairman of the Committee on  Fost-
offices and Post-roads, made the opening
argument in favor of the bill, speaking
for two and a hall hours. Mr. Swanson,
of Yirginia, led the opposition, The de-
bate was interrupted betore.the. close of
the session by the presentation of the
conference report upon the Philippine taritt
bill.. Mr. Payne, the majority leader, de-
clined to_allow.the mingrity more.than
thirty minutes in which to discuss:the
report, and this offer was - rejected by
Mr. Richardson, the minority leader. X
filibuster followed, and the Tlouse ad-
Journed after the previous guestion upon
the adoption of the report had been or-
dered.

RURAL DELIVERY,

DMr. Loud, of California, began the de-
bate upon the rtural free delivery bill.
‘He declared that upon the solution of this
question would depend whether the rural
free delivery service would cost ultimate-
ly sixty or twenly million dollars per an-
num. The rural free delivery service up
to this time, he said, had been a political
one, and it had given many members: of
Congress  their first taste of the sweels
of public patronage. Ile traced the his
tory and the rapid growth of the service
ahd its cost, declaring that it was the
most extravagant in the public service.
At the inception the carriers received 3300
per-annum. They now received $00. If
the salary system was continued they
would eventually receive $R00 or $360. - At
the present time $50,0600 was being spent
for the supervisorys force.

Mr. Doud charged that o promise had
gone forth that if the present system was
continued, the members of Congress
would control the appointment of the
carriers in the futurr- as. th»y had in the
past.

]-I‘P... S“-'.\.\SD.\' HEARD.

Mr Swansen, of Virginia, argued that
the present system would bhe mora ad-
vantageous te the rtoral  communitics
than the contract system. Te cortended
that If the service were made effective it
would eventually becomo seclf-supporting.

Mr. Swanson contended that the con-
tract system. under Lhe terms of the bill,
would allow the huilding uo of a paolitical
machine by permitting the department
the trustworthiness of the
said that the present sys-
tem. by which Demccratic Congressmen
wera allowed to name half the carriers
in their districts, should be continued.

DIRE DISASTER
T0 BRITISH ARMS

Boers Made Determined Attack
and Killed and Captured
" Total of 632-British.

Assoclated  Fress,)

LONDOXN, March 3.—In a dispatch from
Pretoria, dated to-day, Lord Kitchener
sends detalls of the disaster:to the escort
ol the convoy of empty wagens at Von-
donop, southwest of Klerksdorp, Trans-
vaul Colony. The British casualties in
killed, wounded and men made prisoners
reach the total of (i In addition, the
Boers captured two guns,

Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson, wio com-
manded, the British force and who has re-
turned to Kraalpan, Cape Colony, with
nine: officers and 245 men, teports that
when his advance guard was within ten
miles of Klerksdorp on the morning of
-Fehruar}- 25th, the Boers opened o heavy
rifle fire on the troops from the scrub.
The Burghers were driven off and the
convoy resumed its march, when a more
determined atiack was made on the con-
voy's left flank, the Boers' getting within
a hundred . yards and stampeding the
mules harnessed to a number of wagons,
The attacking forces were agaln driven
off. :

At about 6:20 in the morning the rear
guard was attacked by a strong force of
Boers, and simultaneously another body
of Boers boldly charged the center of the
convey and stampeded the muics in all
directions, throwing the escort into con-
fusion; during. which the Boers charzed
and’ recharzed, riding down the separated
Eritish units.  The fizhtine Tasted for two
hours, diring which the two British guns
‘and a -pompon. almost’ exhausted * their
a.mmunuiun. A detachment of %) mount-
ted ‘infaniry from Klerksdorp atlempted
to reinforce thie -Britizsh, hut were held
in check by the Boers.

Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson adds that
the strenzth ot the Boers was estimaled
at from 1.200 to 1500 -Commandants De.
larey, Kemps. Celliers, Lemmer, Wolmar-
ans -and Potgier were all’ present. Corn-
.mandant Lemmer is zald 'to have been |
ki‘!!ed.

THE TEW ESSEE RIVER.
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the Tenncssee River has
‘nearly spent its: torce. and the -crest will
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Fist  Fight 'Narfoﬁiy‘ Averte_d'

“Two of Mrs. George f.adubi:t Fine. l{omt

_'damnge to railroads and eounty rosds {113

ternovn.

in Committee Room.

THEY ARE _KEPT-_'_APAR{P:" "

They Are Separatad Shaka--
Hands and Make Frlends._. '

WORDS IN WITNESS’ Mo_tiim'

This Charge by Mr. Hay ladignantly  Denicd i..
by Mr. Jones, and the Tromble Fol-
lows—Decislon In the Norfolk
County Case, (lviog Each
Faction Half of =
Committee. :

There came near being = fisc fight i
the meeting of the Democratic State Ex-
ecutive Committee last - night between
Conigressmen W, A. Joncs, of Richmond
covnty. and James Hay, of BMadison,
Loth members of the committee..

It was befors the body had reached its
tecislon to give each of the cuntcmﬂnﬂ
factions in Norfolk county one-half® ofl
the County Committee. It was long past
the hour of mudmght, and Mr, J. I, Etail,

w “Straightout’? witness, was on  tha
stand. %
According to reliable Information, Mr.

Hall was pelng examined by Mr. Joncs,
when Mr. Hay sadd that his ceolleague
should not puv werds Into the mouth ot
the witness. AMr, Jones replied that lis
was hot putting words intu.the witness
nouth.. M Huy ingisted that he was,
anaatterthey had several times retteruted
thelr charges and deluais, Mr. Jones sand
it Mr. Hay persisted in the charge he
teld what was untrue. :
MADE AT KACHE 01.th'

In less ume than it would take to tell
it, the Seventh District Consresaman was
up and at: his colleague from the First
lastrice, and the l[atter was likewise at-
tempting to strilte,” but kHon, §. L. Kei-
ley, of this city, who happened to occupy
4 seat between them, with the aid of
other members of the committee a.nd. wil-
resses, Kept them apart.

Lxewement ran mgh in the crowded
room for i few moments,” and so de-
termined were the two. ctngressmen to
strike cich other that it was with some
ditficulty that' they were Kept out ot
reach of euch other until: some of ths
heat of the moment had Ir-ft them: Heta
the trouble ended ind: the two Titért on
shook hands_and left U‘Ie room as good
iriends as ever.

=AW TROUBLE AHEAD.

WWhen the war of words started belween
Messrs. Jones and Ilay everyhody who
wnew them expectod rouoie, - wor L=y,
ur DOUL ISR el WLWLLS peravier COUi=
age.  When toey-mdde NEr mad rusin
AL Gne another, (neir colleugues Knew 1k
wils  Lime [oF actol, dnd Joey i acke
WILIL VIgor and promprness e prevent
Lioodshed. .

I'ne mutter was deeply regretted on alk
nands, but its nnal, sapsfacwory adjusi-
ment was 4 source OF equitl gratinea o,

Bavi FACTION Gets ridbe. -

The decision of the cousntice, whicl
wits reacnéd at Zoclock wtnis moriiisg,
leaves the mudile In  Nortmk “coumy
WLOUL a5 1T SLood 1ast nigot  when s
pody convened the “fusiomsts” and tha
“straigotouts” each naa o 1ull coltney)
committee. When the bedy adjouned,
ench sude had half of the committce, witis
no prusgecl’.’ of ever being avie Lo ciect
& chairman.

The dectsion did not seem to please any
one. The “Swaghtouts” did not wpprove
it and toe “PFusion’ lepders webe eoha-
demning it on the ground tnat b was oo
scttlement.

There were four uncontested disiricts. The
Wasnington and Buid  Seuus  hsihcls
were conceded to the T“Stomgntouts” and
the Tanner's Creck aml Deep Urcele Dis-
tricts to the *““Fusionists” The two in
Aispute were Western Branch and. Pleas-
ant Grove. The [ormer was given to the
“Fuszionists™ and the latter to o the
“Straightouts.”

The tight down in Norfolk county wilf
now go merrily on, and st present there
is practically ne county commitlee.

HAD A LONG SESSION.

The committes met In ¢xecutive sessiom
at 8:30 o'clock In Chalrman Ellvson's oi-
fice., The members present were Messrs,
Junes, Barnes, Kelley, Hay, Willard, and
Echols and Chairman Ellyson.

Thers were it sreal number ef personms
irterested in both sides present, and Mr,
G. W. Jones was the first speaker:: He

sas the spokesman ond leader fors the
“Htraightouts,” und argued
manner in favor of taking up and’ deter-
mining the euse. Captatn T Co Marshall
replicd wt lendth and with eharacteristic
force against going iito the matter, being
Lthe Jes -Ier and chief advocate of gho “Fy-
sionists R

At 10 o'clock the committee held a con- -
ference, dnd “at 10:2) Chaleman . Ellysen
arnounced that they had declded to opem |
the case and hear argument, allowing
cre hour to each -;m» Messrs. W, Mehs
Weodhouse and G. W. Janes spoke for -
the “Straightouts" .mcl Captain-Marshail -
fer the “Fusionists,” andiu srest many
witnesses weére examineid. :

There werc great many politiclans

o

_representing both' sides in the commjne?-“"

rcem, and the decislon | was eagerly
awaiting when the body went into cxec:;-
tve sesawn .

THE FLOOD DAMAGE.

Drwrlml ai "tiltmore. _'.' 3
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it iy known that o lives wera lost.- Sev-
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